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ORDER OF SERVICE 

The Rector introduces the Service 

Processional Hymn CH 271 

Jesus Christ is risen today, 
Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, 
Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the Cross, 
Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss; 
Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, 
Alleluia! 
Unto Christ our heavenly King, 
Alleluia! 
Who endured the Cross and grave, 
Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save; 
Alleluia! 

But the pains that he endured, 
Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; 
Alleluia! 
Now above the sky he’s King, 
Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing 
Alleluia! 

The Rector, the Revd Canon Robert Howard, greets the 
congregation and says:  

Christ is risen 
All: The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia. Luke 24:34 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 1 Peter 1v 3 

All: 
Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
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and from whom no secrets are hidden: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name: 
through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Penitence 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the 
law and the prophets. Matt. 22:37-39 
Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our 
hearts. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to 
save us from our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us 
to eternal life. 

Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved 
to keep God’s commandments, and to live in love and peace: 

Kneel 

Silence 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought 
and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are 
truly sorry, and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 
walk in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Stand 

(All Sing) 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 
worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ you 
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 
Grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds 
good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good 
effect; through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen  

The Old Testament Reading is from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
Chapter 65 beginning at verse 25. 

For I am about to create new heavens 
a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice for ever 
what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
its people as a delight. 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it 
infant that lives but a few, 
an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; 
shall not plant and another; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They shall not labour in vain, 
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bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord — 
their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, 
they are yet speaking I will. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
lion shall eat straw like the; 
the serpent—its food shall be! 
They shall not hurt or destroy 
all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord.  

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The Easter Anthems 

Christ our passover is | sacri • ficed | for us; 
therefore | let us | keep the | feast, 
Not with the old leaven nor with the leaven of | malice • and| 
wickedness; 
but with the unleavened bread | of sin | cerity • and | truth. 
Christ being raised from the dead | dieth •  no | more: 
death hath no | more do | minion | over him. 
For in that he died he died unto | sin | once: 
but in that he liveth he | liveth | unto | God. 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed | unto | sin: 
but alive unto God through | Jesus | Christ our | Lord. 
Christ is | risen • from the | dead: 
and become the first | fruits of | them that | slept. 
For since by | man came | death: 
by man came also the resur | rection| of the | dead. 
For as in Adam | all | die: 
even so in Christ shall | all be | made a | live. 
Glory to the Father and | to the | Son: and | to the | Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be | ginning is | now: and shall be for | ever.|  
A-| men 

The Epistle is from book of the Acts of the Apostles chapter 10 
beginning at verse 34 

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
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sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is 
Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him 
to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

Gradual Hymn T&P 129 

Sing, choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing.  
Around God’s throne exult in harmony.  
Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave.  
Salute your King in glorious symphony.  

Sing, choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come!   
The glory of the Lord shines radiantly.  
Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death. 
The night is past: the day of life is here. 

Sing, church of God! Exult with joy outpoured.  
The gospel trumpets tell of victory won.  
Your Saviour lives: he’s with you evermore.  
Let all God’s people shout the long Amen. 

All remain standing for the reading of the Gospel. 

Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to St Luke 
chapter 24 beginning at verse 1. 
All sing: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ   
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, when they went in, they did not find the 
body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in 



7 

 

dazzling clothes stood beside them. women terrified and bowed 
their faces to the ground, but the mento them, ‘Why do you look for 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.’ Then they remembered his words, returning from the tomb, 
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.it was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles. These words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. Peter got 
up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All Sing: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

The Sermon 
The Rector 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven; was incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People  
The Rector says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you promised through your 
Son Jesus Christ to hear the prayers of those who ask in faith. 
We pray for the church as we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. Today 
we especially remember this Group of Parishes and the Parish of St 
John, Lurgan. We pray for all Christian communities that they may 
experience a renewed spirit of commitment and faith. Wherever 
there is religious persecution, darkness or despair, may the golden 
dawn of the resurrection transform all things. 

Lord of life 
Fill us with your love 

We pray that in a world which we have filled with violence and 
hostility, the joy of resurrection may be made known. We pray for 
Ukraine and other places where there is war or conflict. We pray for 
love in response to hatred, for trust in place of suspicion, and for 
reconciliation where there are tensions and division.  

Lord of life 
Fill us with your love 

We pray for our local communities – our schools, businesses and 
homes. May the light of Easter illumine the shadows of our 
relationships so that the love which conquers death may bind us 
together in a spirit of mutual respect and understanding. 

Lord of life 
Fill us with your love 

We pray for those who are ill, those who are lost, those who are 
weary or sick in body or mind. We pray for those who are 
frightened or who are without faith to sustain them. We pray for all 
victims of natural disasters. Give your Easter peace to all who are in 
need that they may find life and wholeness in your saving strength. 

Lord of life 
Fill us with your love 

We remember those who have died, those whose faith sustained 
them in life. May we too rediscover the hope which makes us fully 
alive and attuned to the power of your risen Son. 

Lord of life 
Fill us with your love 
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The Rector says:  

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to 
pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom the power and the glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord 
trusting in our own righteousness but in your manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose 
nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to 
drink his blood that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen. 

Stand 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
Peace be with you. Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. 
John 20 v 19, 20 

The peace which Jesus brought through his rising again on Easter 
Day be with you all.  
And also with you. 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Hymn CH 254 

At the Lamb's high feast we sing  
praise to our victorious King, 
who hath washed us in the tide 
flowing from his piercèd side. 
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Praise we him, whose love divine  
gives his guests his blood for wine, 
gives his body for the feast; 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

Where the paschal blood is poured, 
death's dark angel sheathes his sword; 
Israel's hosts triumphant go 
through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
paschal victim, paschal bread; 
with sincerity and love 
eat we manna from above. 

Mighty victim from on high, 
hell’s fierce powers beneath thee lie; 
thou hast conquered in the fight; 
thou hast brought us life and light. 
Now no more can death appal, 
now no more the grave enthral; 
thou hast opened paradise, 
and in thee thy saints shall rise. 

Easter triumph, Easter joy, 
sin alone can this destroy; 
from sin's power do thou set free 
souls new-born, O Lord, in thee. 
Hymns of glory and of praise, 
risen Lord, to thee we raise; 
holy Father, praise to thee, 
with the Spirit, ever be. 

 
The Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us 

Therefore let us celebrate the feast. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The congregation may kneel 

The Lord is here. 
His spirit is with us. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Father, almighty and everliving God, at all times and in all places it 
is right to give you thanks and praise: 

And above all we praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, the true Pascal Lamb who was sacrificed 
for us; by dying he destroyed our death; by rising he restored our 
life: 

And so with all your people, with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious 
name, for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full,  
full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!  
Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, Father, the creator and sustainer of all things; you 
made us in your own image, male and female you created us; even 
when we turned away from you, you never ceased to care for us, but 
in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, giving 
your only begotten Son to become man and suffer death on the 
cross to redeem us: he made there the one complete and all-
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world: he instituted, and 
in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual memory 
of his precious death until he comes again. 

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.  
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In the same way, after supper he took the cup; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of 
you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we do as Christ your 
Son commanded: we remember his passion and death, we celebrate 
his resurrection and ascension, and we look for the coming of 
his kingdom. 

Accept through him, our great high priest this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving; and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, grant by 
the power of the life-giving Spirit that we may be made one in your 
holy Church and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, that 
he may dwell in us and we in him: 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, 
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory 
are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We, being many, are one body for we all share in the one bread.  

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. 
Remember that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving. 

Communion is received 

Living God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have 
delivered us from the power of our enemy: grant us so to die daily 
unto sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through 
him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your 
praise and glory. Amen. 
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The Blessing 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you who believe the gate of everlasting life;  
God the Son, who in rising from the grave has won a glorious 
victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith;  
God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his 
disciples, empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace; 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and  
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
(All sing) Amen.  

Recessional CH 292 

Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, 
your sweetest notes employ, 
the paschal victory to hymn 
in strains of holy joy. 

For Judah’s lion bursts his chains 
to crush the serpent’s head, 
and cries aloud through death’s domains 
to wake the‿imprisoned dead. 

Devouring depths of hell their prey  
at his command restore; 
his ransomed hosts pursue their way 
where Jesus goes before. 

Triumphant in his glory now, 
to him all power is given; 
to him in one communion bow  
all saints in earth and heaven. 

While we, his servants, praise our king, 
his mercy we implore, 
within his palace bright to bring 
and keep us evermore. 

All glory to the Father be, 
all glory to the Son, 
all glory Holy Ghost, to thee 
while endless ages run. 
Alleluia!  Amen! 

Go in the peace of the Risen Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Notices 

Registered as a charity with The Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 
NIC103246 (Annahilt) and NIC102122 (Magherahamlet) 


